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Capital Area United Way

Economic Realities Impact Survivors and CAFVIC

CAFVIC is one of twenty programs in Louisiana who meet the State of Louisie
- standards to serve victims of domestic violence and their children. These programs
STANDARDS FO together their budgets every year from many different funding sources, and always a
focused on responding to the needs of battered women in our communities and our ¢
Sincel978CAFVIC provides community services to the Capital Area because of the
recognition of a need for a program that could help empower women to find safety fo
themselves and their childéewhen there was violence in their home from a spouse or
partner. Since 1978 we have seen many changes, and we have weathered many ec
turns. We, just like many nonprofit programs continue to struggle with our budget, bt
because of the communityds support we
calls us for help. CAFVIC is just as necessary foowununity today as it was more
than three decades ago. And now, because of the current condition of the national &
state economy, we recognize the impact of the economic downturn on battered wom
well as on the programs that are struggling to be an empowering force with survivors
domestic violence.

For women who are being abused, the decision about leaving is made more
difficult when there are economic considerationsecddmmic downturnhas
significant and permanent results for battered women and their children. Oftentimes
more difficult for women to leave an abusive situation when monies are tight becaus:
fear a lack of options for financial support. And, since economic control is often exer
over the woman in an abusive relationship, she is fearful that leaving will only make i
more difficult for her to get child support, much less funding for food, clothing, and st
ter. We know that the prevalence of domestic violence is high at all tm¥somen
Wilh lperabused, arddin 14men will be abused. However, there is some indication that 1
incidences of reported physical and sexual @bndestalking are going up in the
Capital Area. This change could be as a result of our poor economy: (cont. on next

Visit our newly designed website awwww.stopdv.orgfor education, resources, contact information and CPK Certificate




Vol 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2h 2 2 2 2h 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 i V!

Yunemployment is up, businesses are having to r
continue, or they are furloughing staff in order to maintain positienshances of the abuser beé:
ing out of work are higher and the opportunity to abuse is greatestisiSHme callsrequesting v
services increased during the first six months of 2009, compared to former years. We hop@ that part
of that increase is due to more knowledge in the community: there is help available and a®call may
help give options for safety. The number of shelter bed days used during the first six months of
2009 is also up slightly, and the number of women and children is higher than one year agﬁ.
The decision to leave is a major step, but oftentimes a journeyafalieagebegins.

We work every day to empower women to findeth@urcesin our community to help them meef
their goals. Housing, economic stability, and child care are usually at the top faheiiulst
derstanding and compassion. But, in order to achieve those goals, it is often necessary fopher to
replace i mportant papers including identgficat
ance, just to name a few. And, for her children, too. Then, the difficult journey of finding héusing,
a job, taking any legal steps that she chooses to pursue that might help her, self assessment of her
job skills and readiness, clothing and preparation for taking the next steps in her journey. And,
v when jobs are scarce and housing costs are high, she has even more challenges than any%ne can an-
& ticipate. CAFVIC is applying weeklygmantsthat will help us be here for women and their chﬁ-

dren, and to also have resources available for her to find and secure a safe place in the cdﬁmunity.

If you are reading this newsletter you understand that the need for available, accesﬁble

services and resources are necessary to end domesticdvilolene¢nome, in one S

neighborhood, in one community. During the first six months of 2009 we have reason to bﬁ thank-
& ful to you, our supporters and friends; donations and public contributions incré@%easHsn
4, compared to 2008! We are very grateful. This increase in contributions will help offset thereduc-
tion in the state budget allocation (d®&,000rom last year) and in other granting sources. We
are also grateful that the Capital Area United Way increased our allogat@0byThe service &
needs far oypace that budget. CAFVIC will continue to be here so long as there is domestj¢ vio-
lence in our communifyand as long as we have support from individuals and groups who ufder-
stand that domestic violence affects all of us. We value your support and welcome your pe?rticipa—
tion in meeting our mission as you volunteer, donate time, items from the wish list, or mon@y.
Thank you.

v

To support the work of CAFVIC , please consider making a donation to v

our organization. A list of needed irkind items can be found on page 10 ve

of the newsletter. Monetary donations can be made via www.blacktielouisiana.com or<
by maliling donations. We appreciate your support as we work to meet our mission of: ‘s
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ENDING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE CAPITAL AREA/
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Donor Recognition

THANKYOU

$10,006515,000

Honeywell

Huey & Angelina Wilson Foundation
Lamar Family

THANKYOU

$5000$9,999

Fore!Kids Foundation, Inc.
Nubian Kruzers United, Inc.

$106$499
Jan R. Boydstun
First Christian Church
Global Education Settlement
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$100654,999

Albemarle Foundation
Here Today Gone Tomorrow

LSU Public Relations Group

Joseph Marino, Sr.

Oberoi Family

Norman Ryan (In Honor of Evelyn
Knobles)

United Methodist Women Gonzales

$500%$999
Capital Area United Way
Sixth District LA Federation of
Womends Clu
St. Patrick Catholic Church

$E$99

Anonymous
Anonymous (Just Give)
Janice Jaekle

Lt . John Lawt on

Volunteers of America

In-Kind Donations
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Candace Graham
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Sometimes at the end of the day, | sit back and reflect on the horrific pain shared with me as a Residential Advocate. Iti
exhausting to think and empathize about the experiences the women | work with have had just trying to survive. In the
course of the day | meet with 57 women and work with them on their goals, help them identify their barriers to their
goals and talk with them about safety in their lives. Each one is different. Each one is strong. Each one is in pain. Af
each one is in danger. They often do not want to admit how much danger they are in, but | gently try to caution them
about the result of breaking the control held over them by their batterer. | teach them about power and control and how
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of it. | know that it is hard for her to really embrace the idea that she could have major injury to her neck area or worse,
been killed. My job is hard, but it is a passion. | have learned so much from the women we work with at the program.
Daily when | leave the office and go to my family, my gratitude list grows for the peace in my house, the safety of my
children and the love and support | receive from my family and friends.
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romantic when we first met and the gestures he made seemed to be out of genuine love and caring. Boy, was | wrong.
did not realize that when he said he wanted to take care of me and that | should quit my job, that it was his sly way ¢
cutting me off from family ,friends and money . Nor did | realize that if | tried to have any contact with them, he would
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first year that we were together. We rarely disagreed, although | do remember him making faces when | expressed m
opinion or talked about going out with my girlfriends.

The last time | went out with my girlfriends, it was a disaster when | got home. | was grilled for hours about what | did,
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| walk on eggshells to keep the peace at the house. | try to cook the meals to be ready when he wants them and not bu
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am afraid all of the time. | just want the bad parts of this relationship to go away and for things to be like they were the
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My momma has a new boyfriend. | thought he was going to be nice to us, because he got us a new house. He bough
me a purple bicycle and some ice cream. But last night he was mean to my momma again. | heard him screaming at
momma after | went to bed. He said really mean things to her and made her cry. | want to knock his head off
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boyfriend got us a new house. | hate this new house. | love my momma. | hide in my closet with my toys and pretend
that | live in our old house where my momma laughed a lot. She used to read me stories at night before | went to bed.
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going to kill my momma. What will happen to me if he kills my momma???
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OUTREACH

Huge Success in Ascension Parish

By Kim Brown, Ascension Advocate

Beginning in January of this year, CAFVIC partnered with the Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities
program of the Ascension Parish School System to provide domestic violence trainingfpublic schools in Ascension
Parish. CAFVIC provided training to elementary teachers on the Effects of Family Violence on Children and provided
training on Youth Dating Violence and Healthy Relationships to middle and high school teachers. Through the this trainirg
partnership, over 100 training presentation were provided to over 1400 educators. The response from the teachers traindd was
overwhelmingly positive.

In addition to the training partnership, Ascension parish has been blazing trails in the Capital Area by forming the
first fatality review committee in area. Ascension parish was one of SIX parishes in Louisiana selected to participateen t
fatality review pilot project in the State. Committee members received training on conducting fatality reviews and then
extensively examined two murders that took place in Ascension parish. Representatives from law enforcement, educatio
government services, community organization and CAFVIC worked together in examining these two murders with the goglls
of gaining insight into gaps in services and developing a plan that can be put into action to enhance the safety of allén th
Ascension Community.

Pointe Coupee and lberville
By Cindy Hurst, Pointe Coupee and Iberville Advocate

Life in rural southern Louisiana is moving at the speed of light. In Pointe Coupee and Iberville parishes, the amo i t
of Protective Orders awarded to victims of domestic violence has risen steadily over the last several months. Thanks to the
friendly and helpful courthouse staff, who have made victims feel secure and empowered while filing. Clerk of Court Lang
Landry has been in attendance at several of our Coordinated Community Response Team meetings and has been dedic
to keeping the clerkds office updated on all Domestila Vi ol

has helped tremendously when the court logs have been long. Also, special thanks to Parish President Mitch Ourso and fhe
Il berville Parish Sheriffds department for beefing up dglecul
have noticed the change and have commented positively.

Legal training in regards to Domestic Violence is also under way in both Parishes with training in July for Pointe
Coupee and in September for Iberville.

Lots of Health Fairs in Pointe Coupee have been grfcio
participate and inform the general population about domestic violence. Additionally, | have had the opportunity to speak
with youth groups at Patricia Jacksonds summer day carmp.
Parish.

Last, but certainly not | east, itds time to begin Pl an
warriors of domestic violence in the coming months for additional support. Feel free to contact me for ideas and themes f
this yeards event.

East and West Felicianas
By Angela McDuff, Felicianas Advocate

The past three months have been extremely busy in East and West Feliciana Parishes. The Louisiana Chief of
Police Association held a conference in St. Francisville. Their Chief of Police, Scott Ford, invited me to be the guestksed
Ayn Stehr and | spoke about domestic violence in the community. Many law enforcement officers requested law
enforcement training for the communitiesd6 officials. Foll
schedule | aw enforcement training for East and West i ci
attendance received 8 hours postertification, as well as information on the new laws and regulations regarding domestic
violence.

The Felcianasd school systems have also requested jome
begin in the fall.

Clinton Middle School, in East Feliciana Parish, held a Youth Leadership Conference for all female students. Thg
BWP conducted educational discussions on dating violence and healthy relationships. Since the conference, several
principals have scheduled monthly discussions with the BWP regarding dating violence and healthy relationships.
In the 20th Judicial District court system, the number of protective orders has risen, as well as the number of victghs
attending weekly counseling sessions in the community. There has also been an increase in community collaboration, wi
the judicial system, school system, law enforcement, and other community agencies. Thank you for promoting -nimence

in our community!
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Legal Services Component Report
April through June, 2009

In the second quarter of 2009, the Legal Services Component worked with 590 survivors
domestic and dating violence; 566 of these survivors received legal representation and consul
services and 253 received court support and/or court advocacy services. 522 of the survivors were women
were men; 270 were being abused by their spouse, 3 by their former spouse, and 14 by other family memb:
were being abused by their intimate -ilivepartner, 8 by their former intimate dive
partner, 97 by the person they were dating, 5 by the person they formerly dated, 3 were teenagers being ak
their dating partner, and 28 of the survivorso r

Our legal staff reviewed 439 petitions for protective orders; the court granted 130 protective orders
met with 112 survivors prior to their scheduled court date. 221 petitions for protective orders w
dismissed- 114 at the request of the petitioner, 103 because the petitioner did not appear at tt
scheduled protective order hearing, 1 after trial, and 3 because the defendant could not be locate
service. We declined to represent 19 petitioners.

Our attorneys made 529 'court appearances, participated in 470 conferences with petitiol
provided 86 phone consultation services, corresponded with 267 petitioners, and made 402 collateral conte
petitioners. Our attorneys provided 618 safety planning sessions. Our legal staff worked with 332 survivi
domestic and dating violence in East Baton Rouge Parish, 46 in Iberville Parish, 32 in Pointe Coupee Parist
West Baton Rouge Parish, and 136 in Ascension Parish. Our Intak
Counselor/Legal Advocate worked with 309 victims of domestic and dating violence and provided 338 s
planning sessions.

Our court advocates and interns provided emotional support and information to 120 survivors of dome
and dating violence in the East Baton Rouge Parish Family Court. In Pointe Coupee Parish our court ady
provided court advocacy services to 10 survivors of domestic and dating violence, in Iberville Parish to 16, ir
Baton Rouge Parish "to 9, in  Ascension Parish to 77, in East  Feliciar
Parish to 13, and in West Feliciana Parish to 4. Our court advocates and interns provided 275 ¢
planning sessions to survivors.

Our component needs volunteer attorneys to-assist our attorneys in all of our service parishes and t
cases when we have a conflict. If you can help, give me a call at-(225). 389

Ayn W. Stehr
Attorney at Law
Director, Legal Services

LCADV Quarterly Meeting Held in Lafayette
The LA Coalition Against Domestic Violence held the quarterly meeting in Lafayette, LA hraddiyL@&5

The training agenda was focused on Formerly |Bat
training session was designed by the | eaderslhip
advocat es, share survivor ds e xycemzatema dosnesta rvidlerjde o

survivors. The experience continued on the second meeting day with round table discussions, repdings,
l unchti me experience that was designed to dulpl i
woman and her chil dren or ohow not to treat a

meaningful opportunity to reflect on our work and to evaluate how each of us would respond to the various <
tions. Caucus meetings were held for special interest groups including Formerly Battered Womer, Wom
Color, Children, Rural, LGBTQQI, and Ally groups throughout the day. The next quarterly meeting Will be t
in November.
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New Staff Members

Barry Byram
Barry is a native of Al ab a nte whsihited ic May asithd &rants Manager f@s i
CAFVIC. Since that time, Barry has written several grants and continually searches for new funding streams {
continue to provide exceptional services to women and chiddren.am so excited to be
likeminded individuald. absol utely | ove my job and know t hat
worl d a better placebo.

Cassey Roy
Cassey moved to Louisiana from California in August 2006 to gain new insights and experience a new regio.
time in Louisiana, she met and married Jeremy Terlecki, with whom she raises two beautiful puppies. Cassé
graduate of Louisiana State University. She majored in Family, Child, Consumer Sciences with a Human Se
me nt Concentration. This fall, she wild/l begin LS
with the Battered Womends Program as a Resident.i
very successful in this positi

Lisa Wilson
Lisa Wi lson graduated from Southeastern Loui si

and St . Bernard Pari sh. She was hired in June as
| earning so many valuable | essons every

CAFVIC and California Pizza Kitchen GRANTS & PRESS RELEASES

Team up to Raise Funds Starting this month, CAFVI CJlwil

When:The 3rd Tuesday and Wednesday of egch time our organization receives a grant award.
month Since our last newsletter, CAFVIC has received the following fjrants:

$1,00® Stimulus FEMA Award East Feliciana Parish

$6,278 Stimulus FEMA Award East Baton Rouge Parif

$9,00BLoui si ana Chi dTeen®atidgs
Violence Education Project

Where:California Pizza Kitchen in Perkins Roe
How: Simply visit our website and print out a
certificate. Bring the certificate with you to CP
on the 3rd Tuesday or Wednesday of the morj
and 20% of the cost of your meal will be dona

to CAFVIC.

Vivian Anderson discuss $1000 awarded to East F
Parish.

Mack Pal mer, President Baton Rouge
Forbes, M.P.A., LCSW, CAFVIC Executive Director; Eric JeffersoiRrégiden
Bat on Rouge Chapter of the Nubian

Check Presentation for $50Brégram.drhigid
the second year the organization has made a $5000 donation to the agency
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